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November 8, 2016 

 

To Whom It May Concern:	

The California Catholic Conference of Bishops urge fellow Californians to prayerfully 
consider contributing to the efforts of Life Legal Defense Foundation to challenge the End of Life 
Option Act (the physician-assisted suicide law). 	

  The California Catholic Conference of Bishops has consistently opposed California’s End of Life 
Option Act (the assisted suicide law), which was enacted by the Legislature in 2015, and which went into 
effect in June 2016.  In general, the Act fosters the unequal and inhumane treatment of an extremely 
vulnerable group of our citizens solely because they suffer from a life-threatening illness.  But there are 
also many other objectionable aspects of the Act: 	

• The Act removes fundamental protections afforded every citizen of this State against those who 
would encourage them to take their lives through suicide.	

• Although the Act was portrayed by proponents as an effort rooted in a compassionate concern for 
those who are suffering, it is in fact an affront to their human dignity and an affront to the sanctity 
of human life, through natural death.   	

• The Act completely disregards the many cases where diagnoses of terminal illness are mistaken, 
creating the real possibility of an irreversible decision by a vulnerable and traumatized individual 
based on incorrect facts.   	

• Finally, the Act fails to include any safeguards to prevent reckless or impulsive decisions to 
engage in assisted suicide by individuals who are suffering from depression, and who might not be 
in a proper frame of mind to make such a fateful choice.	

 	
In light of these very troublesome aspects of the Act, the California Catholic Conference of 

Bishops supports the legal action that was initiated by Life Legal Defense Foundation, to challenge the 
constitutionality of the assisted suicide law.  It is the hope and prayer of the Bishops of California that the 
civil action to invalidate the Act ---  the Ahn v. Hestrin case, now pending in the California Superior Court 
in the County of Riverside --- will ultimately be successful in overturning this very callous and disturbing 
law.	
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